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Historical Perspective

• 1930‐1950: Sanitary revolution and 
improvements in environmental health

• 1950‐1970: Increasing role of health care
• 1970‐1990: Contribution of health behaviors

(smoking/diet/exercise) increases
• 1990‐present: Social and economic 

determinants





Dahlgren G, Whitehead M. Policies and strategies to promote social equity in 
health. Stockholm: Institute of Futures Studies, 1991.



Independent Inquiry into Inequalities in Health Report (1998) 
chaired by Sir Donald Acheson



Influences on Health:  Broadening the Focus

RWJF Commission to Build a Healthier America 
Overcoming Obstacles to Health, 2008



Building on the Commission’s work, 
the County Health Rankings story 

begins in early 2008…



Wisconsin County Health Rankings

2003‐2008



America’s Health Rankings

• Ranks the overall health of 
all 50 states, from 
healthiest to least healthy.

• First published in 1990 and 
annually thereafter.

• Uses a model that 
summarizes the overall 
health of each state.
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Fifty‐state, county‐by‐county ranking reports
Health Outcomes

Health Factors

First report of its kind
Standardized measures of overall health for almost every county in 
U.S.

Every state can see how its counties compare

County‐level snapshot on health outcomes and factors that influence 
health

Partnership between RWJF and UWPHI
Reports for 3 years

County Health Rankings



• Where we live, learn, work and play influence how 
healthy we are and how long we live.  

• Many factors contribute to health.  Health is more than 
health care.

• The County Health Rankings is one of many tools for 
communities to figure out where they are doing well 
and where they are not ‐‐ so they can work together to 
make changes.  

Moving to Action: Key Messages
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• Change begins by bringing together community 
leaders to identify what steps need to be taken to 
build a healthier community.  

• The Rankings are not about a race to the top.  
They are a tool for advocating for improvement.  

Moving to Action: Key Messages
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County Health Rankings: 2 Rankings



County Health Rankings model © 2010 UWPHI
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Community safety

Education

Family & social support

Employment

Built environment

Environmental quality

Income

Unsafe sex

Alcohol use

Diet & exercise

Tobacco use

Access to care

Quality of care

Physical environment
(10%)

Social & economic factors
(40%)

Health behaviors
(30%)

Clinical care
(20%)

Health Factors

Programs and 
Policies

Health Outcomes
Mortality (length of life): 50%

Morbidity (quality of life): 50%



Logic Model
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2011 Overall Rankings
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2011 Health Outcomes Rankings
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2011 Health Factors Rankings
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Summary of 2011 Results
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Healthier Counties

Lower premature death rate

Good quality of life

Lower rates of low birthweight babies

Higher high school graduation

Fewer children living in poverty Least Healthy Counties

High premature death rates

Lower quality of life

Higher rate of adult smoking

Fewer adults attending college

More children living in poverty

Higher rates of unemployment

Limited access to recreational facilities
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Action Steps

Learn
Communicate
Coordinate
Prioritize and plan
Act
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www.countyhealthrankings.org
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Action Steps
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Action Step Example: 
Community Leaders
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Walking the Talk
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February 2010:  Inaugural release of County Health 
Rankings

October 2010:  RWJF Board of Trustees approves 
new MATCH initiative

March 2011:  2nd release of County Health Rankings 
& Community Grants Call for Proposals

Throughout 2011:  More to come!



MATCH Center
UWPHI & Community Catalyst

Online Solutions Strategy

Training/Technical Assistance

National Population Health 
Award

National MATCH Strategy

National 
Partner Grants

MATCH Initiative

County Health Rankings
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Community Grants Program

Policy and Advocacy 
Training/Technical Assistance

Evaluation

Training/TA

Peer Learning

Capture Stories



through
County Health Rankings

Setting goals and 
objectives for 
overall health

Keeping track 
of progress
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Your Stories
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Sharing your story
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MICHIGAN



Pulling it all together: Kansas
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http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/latest-news/video-2011-county-health-rankings


• Where you live, learn work and 
play matters to your health

• Where counties are doing well 
and where there are 
opportunities for improvement

• It takes all of us working 
together in a coordinated 
fashion to improve the health 
of a community

Wrap ‐ Up
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Staying Connected

• e‐Newsletter: chr@match.wisc.edu

• Friend us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/pages/County‐Health‐

Rankings/#!/CountyHealthRankings

• Follow us on Twitter
@CHRankings



Brenda Henry, PhD, MPH
bhenry@rwjf.org

www.countyhealthrankings.org

THANK YOU!
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